
What	creates	community?

Roles Experiences Time Community



Roles



“A	role	is	a	person,	in	a	place,	doing	something	predictable”
Janet	Klees 2013

“The	more	competencies	a	person	is	perceived	or	believed	to	have,	
that	much	more	the	person	will	be	afforded	positive	
opportunities.”		

Wolf	Wolfensberger

What	Are	Roles?	



• Genuine

• Frequent

• Regular, Predictable

• Create opportunities for relationships

What makes a role?



Activity to Role

Swimming Swim	Team	
Member

Knitting Yarn	Club	
Member

Drawing Art	Society	
Member



Local	Places	that	Roles	
Happen



Experiences



• Create	a	context	for	relationship
• Use	traditional	community	spaces

How To Create Experiences



How To Create Experiences

• Ensure	presence	with	purpose
• Design	and	support	valued	roles



Creating	Context	For	
Experiences

Gifts	of	the	Hands:	
Things	 I	know	how	
to	do

Gifts	of	
Head:
Things	 I	
know

Gifts	of	Heart:	
Things	 I	care	
about

Gifts	of	Human	
Connections:	
People	I	know	
or	who	know	
me



Time



• Build	familiarity
• Be	dependable

Use	Time	Wisely



Things	that	happen	regularly

• Classes
• Clubs
• Festivals
• Local	Events



What	will	your	first	step	be?



Small	Group	Activity



Creating	Context	For	
Experiences

Gifts	of	the	Hands:	
Things	 I	know	how	
to	do

Gifts	of	
Head:
Things	 I	
know

Gifts	of	Heart:	
Things	 I	care	
about

Gifts	of	Human	
Connections:	
People	I	know	
or	who	know	
me



Questions?

Contact	Information:
Patti	Becker
Community	Partnership	and	Outreach	Specialist
pbecker@tmgwisconsin.com
608-210-3704




